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Lecture 6: Freely Jointed Chain 
 

 

A more precise look at the ideal chain model: 
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Freely-Jointed Chain model: avg. length vs. force, f 

small forces: f = [3kBT/(a2N)] z 

spring constant 

large forces: fa/kBT = 1/[Na-z] 
 (diverges at full extension) 

contour length 


